Killarney flrm to create

A HKillarmney company has
created a world first by
coming up with a machine
specifically designed to
manufacture wood pellets
and with the potential to
create between 35 and 40
new jobs.

BY Breoa Joy

Prior to this innovation,
launched by Kemry Biomass in
Fossa last Friday after a €1.25
million research and develop-
ment programme over six years,
the wood pellet industry relied
entirely on adapted animal feed
pelletizing technology.

The Integrated Wood Pelletiz-
ing System was unveiled at the
Fossa plant to a group of 56 mar-
ket leaders in wood pellet manu-
facture and bicenergy.

The launch was following by a
meeting at the Hotel Europe
where Kerry Biomass hosted a
dinner for the visitors that night.

Kerry Biomass is a division of
Kerry Die Products Lid, a leader
in the manufacture of dies for the
animal feed and wood pelletizing

A WORLD FIRST: Proud staff of Kerry

industries for over 30 years.

“We changed from animal feed
when we saw an opportunity in
the market to get into wood pel-
leting,” Kerry Die Products
founder and CEOQ, Liam O'Con-
nor, said.

“The slowdown in agriculture
was continuing and we were

DIE Products at the launch of the world's first wood pellet machine at their facto-
ry in Fossa on Friday were Hugh O0"Connor, Liam O°Connor, James Browne, Tina Griffin, Sean Keating and Caroline Leahy.

looking at new, innovative areas
to go into. The one that suited us
best was wood pellets.”

Mr O'Connor said manufacture
of the new machine for markets in
Scandanavia, Germany, Austria
and North America would begin
in the next month or two.

The group operates two facili-

up to 40 jobs

ties, a manufacturing and head
office in Fossa, and a service cen-
tre in Gothenburg, Sweden.
Kerry Die Products expects to
assemble and test the new Inte-
grated Wood Pelletizing System
at their existing facility in Fossa
and that will create both manufac-
turing and R&D jobs for Kerry.



